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1. Our comment and recommendation here been requester in 

connection with the request by the Aaaieten^Mrect^^^r current 
Intelligence for the appointment of u>iet 

top step of grade OS-15. Civil service rugiuatioaa provide that 
ne» appo 1 utaent e will be made in the lowest step of Hie grade for 
which the individual is qualified unless he has previously 
received a ^i*ry from appropriated, fundi- equivalent to a higher 
step. While la qualified for np^ointsaeat at Ga-lj t hit 

last position in the government uns in a grade equal to the 
present Ob-lh, 

2. The Central Intelligence Agency it- not legally subject 
to Civil Service Commission control, but has repeatedly stated, 
particularly to the Coosaiaaicn and the Qowptrollar General, that 
its policy is to comply with Civil Service policies insofar as 
it is practicable to meet the Agency's roquiremeats thereunder • 

I am informed by the Office of Personae! that ia its history the 
Central Intelligence Agency has node only one exception to this 
Civil berviee policy eu new appointment*. . 

3. The Director uas legal power to approve the requested 
personnel action, but in so doing would create an exception not 
only to general policy but also to the specific Agenqy regulation 
implement iag that policy prescribing that new appointments will be 

at the lowest step of a grade uuieau higher steps have 
previously been held. I recomasand that such an exception not 
be made unless it can be Justified by particular needs of the 
Agency which require the particular individual to be appointed 
at the requested salary level. 
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